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Hiello apain, Welcame back to the space wiere 1 alienate mpself fram the readership,
Teulays topic 7= CAN WE TALK ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE?

Comic readers are diverse. 5o, abviously, as T tabe pokes at some of the fools I see ot
here, pnderstand that Pm nod teliting abowt wor, Unfess T am, de which coese, here’s popr
chance fo seff-reflecr,

As I type this, the comics world is locked in @ hysteria. It’s fixated with MWick Spencer.
Comics press is excited, because it weeds this sorta shit. Comics Twitfer kas a reason ta
oxlst, becawse nome of these eosholes can talk abour crafl with oy clerity, so scandal is o
il's pat,

This will all probably scem very gquain! if pou're reading this years from now. Bul, in this
monrent, it’s oll thats goirg oo Al the preat work in comics is being stepped over so
peaple can fake shofs of Spewcer. [f your book come aut thiz month, dor™ bother trifng

P generate a conversetion abowe (L Yor'W fastead be raped fnto one of the thousand vari-
affons on “we don't need fhis fascizme-glorilping story now, when the world i on ihe brink
of anthoritariarism... DONT YO AGRER?"

For the record, I doa't agree. Spercer could™ve made FRitler into Captain America, and if
ir was well done I would read ard enjop i, There's po responsible’ time b0 create ard,
The two ddeas are so separate, it's @ bt ke sugpesting theres g crucial momenl fo make
Pancakes,

The larger point is et were never talking abowt comics as @ thing thal matiers in and of
trsell. Aleost [ike we can't ackronwledge penre fictdon as the life-chanping and Hfe-affirm-
ing erafT thar it is, Almrost ke we don't care albout i history or fuiure, [t seems that
specnleiing on o wriler's indent i more fulfilling to some than reading, As i ari only bes
vifue when we admire (oo perceived urderstaneing of) ity poaly. The oestfefics of the
thing -which is the literal essemce of arf as it exists cutside of what you pafl from artist
stetements or cortext clires- don't seem o shrill you fuckers.

't from & dilferent scheol, Al the risk of soumling erobby, it may be becprse T write, 1
Sind thai people who've mever crealed anyrhing stregele fo fird confext for other people’s
creations. | OMNLY care about the work. The discourse becomes dull for me when it con-
sists af pressieg o strangers modivations. Thats akin to felling me yowrr dreams. Noacom-
mitfal, vague, and ultimately, rat real. We're pof lovers and m pot obilged to lister fo
that shir,

It's good, in some respects, that a comic can still cause an uprear. Being offended, or dit-
illeted, or just conious, are powerfil forces in a moerket that can ofien fesl deplefed. But,
Jirck, man, con we ever fust get excifed obort how goed or had o book £ T kreow T Inok
Feke a dan fool advocafiag serif T4 g mesten! whes alfre-ipecific theoretical crificianms
are en vopne, bt theze things lend io swing ard I think we may hove reached the logical
fimiil af our recent course. Time to head back,

Iz it pood? Ilid it moeke you feel? Do pou thirk ebout it a dey later?

Hires sotie extremis iroay for @ eolemn wheredn [ preaeal my personal views én @ feneiliar

and comversational way:

“When I do a job, itk not my persomality thet I'm offering the readers but my ariwork.
Its mot wieat P Hioe that counts; it5 whet I did end haw well i wos done_, T produce a

provfuct, o comic arl alorg™ = Breve Ditko

IHelp craft the conversation moving forward by emailing patrick. kindlon@gmail com



