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T3 like to wse the backmatter in my books -creator-owned or corporate- a5 o place fe
dialog on the craft and business of comichooks. If you're like me, pou find yourself fasci-
nated by the decisions crealors make, Both én thelr work amd in the way they Jurther
their personal brands.”

Say let’s talk on it Starling fopic

“Ikress for the job you want™

Comic ereators prafer nol to leave their swealpants, o they inferpret this adage fo
mean “make pour creator-owned comic for tihe employer pou wanr®

For many, thats Maervel or IPC, [For others, t% AZE ar HBOL Just as there "Oscar
bait in the fitm world, there's ‘Big Two bait® in comics. I imagime most readers can rec-
oprize it when they see It, Certainly, comichook professionals can,

Which isn'l to say there aren’t brillfant creators doing good books in that framework.
BlahMahblak, That's obwows, Sonee preat croxtors are Jadng their best work in sardbaxes
of the Marvel Trp-Out Hook variety. This isn't about shaming them. If that was my angle,
Tl be a hypocrite, as We Can Mever Go Hose, a book T share creative credif on, could
fall under a (sufficiently brood) ‘aiperpowered leen” umbrella

T like all ¥'alls books. So calm down,

This one is about me.

Maybe I should provide some cortest,

We Can Never (Go Home was a breakow! success in many respects. But I didn't share
i fhat success,

My wriling pariner, Matthew Rosenbery, did the press and did the comventions. The
requisite bullshit, He taughed i out, weat to an abscene sumher of slgnings, and shoak a
millicn hands.

I didn’t da anp of that. I couldn’t be bothered, And, as a result, when he got an anpo-
img i al Marvel, and Iried To angle me in as cowriter, e war med with, “we dont now
that guy.™

And like that, I was s back a year. Might nor sound ke mouch, “a year.™ Bul jou
probably anly pet 70 total. To be focked out of an opparturity because T didn’t ‘press the
flesh® enough, had me feeling like comics are mot an industry I care to be in. Like all
self-assured idints, T waent life to be merdt-hesed. Too much tire plapieg DD, perfuaps.

After eome sourl-searching, I decided ro stick if oud. And {o selload. To do the kandshak-
ing and haby kissing. I dor®t get to decide how Bnk the world {s ar (sr't, ard T have to
mike rent regardless.

Sa, podng inte the 2007 convention season, I need @ book that fills ol those wark eppli-
calions. A surelire comversalion starier with edilors large and small. Something relatable,
in line with their mandates, etc. A handshake gemerator.

And this is mor that book.

There’s Mothing There is o horror book for literate adwlts. Its pop, re doubt. But it has
nedity, and fucking, and swcking, and murder, and dead children, and... yow ger i, T
Towe it But, it outside the punview of Big Two comics.

The boak will be placed in every edilor's hands thés semmer. Bul, i’ nol a lroet, Ik
an argy of ideas that Maria and I car anly perspe in the creator-ouwned world, A celebra-
trom of the indepemdent space. Thark you fo Black Mask for the latitude. Thark you o
the retailers who zoe the value in different. And thark you for reading.

Help eraft the conversation meving forward by emailing patrick kindlan@mail.com
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